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REVIEWS. 


are convinced that the neglect of taking this fact into consideration 
is responsible for the belief in the constant existence of a tonic 
contraction of the ciliary muscle. Such contraction is occasionally, 
but comparatively rarely met with as a spasm of accommodation. 

In the correction of presbyopia the author gives proper weight 
to the fact that not all of the accommodative power can be em¬ 
ployed for continuous near work, but that one-third must be kept 
in reserve. He also well observes that the patient's age “should 
guide but not determine” the strength of glass to be prescribed. 

The style of this little book is very clear, making its perusal 
easy and agreeable. T. B. S. 


Klinik der Verdauungskrankheiten. By Dr. C. A. Ewald. 

Volume III. Diseases of the Intestine and Peritoneum. With 

75 illustrations. Berlin: August Hirschwald. 

This excellent little book consists of a series of lectures upon 
the diseases of the intestines. After a careful description of the 
methods of investigation, including that most difficult and unsat- 
isfactoiy branch of laboratory diagnosis, the examination of the 
feces, Ewald discusses nutrition, particularly its effect upon the 
activity of the intestines, and, as a natural sequel to this, the treat¬ 
ment of constipation. In this he depends more upon a general 
hygienic and dietetic treatment than upon either the physical or 
drug methods. The following lectures are devoted to inflamma¬ 
tion and ulceration of the intestinal tract, including appendicitis, 
to the discussion of which he devotes a very considerable amount 
of space. In accordance with the rather prevailing German senti¬ 
ment on this subject, Ewald is conservative regarding operation. 
He believes that it is indicated only in four conditions: First, if 
there is perforation with general peritonitis, when it should be 
done as soon as possible; second, when there is definite evidence 
of an accumulation of pus, and the course is progressive; third, 
when there are frequent relapses; and, fourth, when there is chronic 
appendicular colic, and the larval form of appendicitis with indefinite 
symptoms. Of course, the opinion of American surgeons would 
strongly oppose the restriction of the operation to these few con¬ 
ditions. 

The lecture upon tumors of the intestinal tract is rather more 
summary in character than the importance of this subject demands. 
The differential diagnosis is treated in an entirely inadequate 
manner. The same may be said of the diagnosis and treatment 
of intestinal obstruction. For the latter condition he considers 
opium the most valuable internal medicament. 

The final chapters deal with diseases of the rectum, the nervous 
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diseases of the intestine, parasites, and the diseases of the peri¬ 
toneum. The book is sparingly illustrated, but the illustrations 
are clear and well selected; many of them are original. It lacks a 
table of contents, but has an excellent index. It may be regarded 
as one of the essential text-books upon the subject of which it treats. 

J. S. 


A Non-surgical Treatise on Diseases of the Prostate Gland 
and Adnexa. By George Whitfield Overall, A.B., M.D., 
formerly Professor of Physiology in the Memphis Hospital 
Medical College. Chicago: Marsh & Grant Co. 

In this small volume the author describes the great benefits to 
be derived from the various forms of electricity in the treatment 
of diseases of the prostate. His remarks are illustrated by reports 
of many cases. The unqualified abuse of the various operative 
procedures, especially for prostatic hypertrophy and the unwar- 
rantedly low estimate of the results accomplished by these, inclines 
one to put less confidence in the results which the author claims 
for his own non-surgical methods. He also shows too great a 
tendency to refer to the previous unsuccessful treatment of his own 
patients at the hands of “prominent genitourinary specialists.” 
Much of his space is taken up in describing the evil results of 
operations upon the prostate and extremely little in the dangers 
and failures of electricity. It is noticeable also that his references 
to the operative treatment of prostatic hypertrophy has to do with 
those operations which were in vogue some ten years ago. His 
quotations from surgeons regarding the dangers and mortality of 
prostatectomy are somewhat misleading, as. die context is in most 
instances omitted, causing the remarks, quoted. to convey quite a 
different meaning from that intended by the writer. It is undoubt¬ 
edly true that all cases of prostatic disease or hypertrophy do not 
require a surgical operation, and it is equally true that electricity 
is by no means applicable to all, as the writer would have us believe. 

The following quotation is a type of many paragraphs in this 
small volume: “Hypertrophic prostatic diseases, owing to their 
intractability, have been made, by the ambitious surgeon, the 
object of many operative procedures, each of which challenges its 
predecessor in the endless suffering entailed upon its victims, or 
in its lethal dangers supplying topic for lengthy discourses upon 
the superior claims of each operation as revealed by the autopsy .” 

We believe that the author has, in this book, greatly over- 
■ estimated the non-surgical treatment of diseases of the prostate, 
and’we know that he has. grossly underestimated the results, of 
the-surgical treatment. . J. H. G. ; 
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